Effective prevention of chemotherapy--induced phlebitis by low-dose heparin: a prospective randomised trial.
In a prospective randomised trial patients receiving multiple-day chemotherapy and heparin had significantly fewer local complications at the site of venous access than patients who had chemotherapy alone. The need to move peripheral venous catheters to other sites was decreased significantly, from 36% to 6%. Prophylaxis of phlebitis with low-dose continuous heparin is safe, simple, cheap and effective. It facilitates administration of multiple-day chemotherapy for the patients, the nurses and the physicians.